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Military

Funeral

For Victims

AT WAGGA TO-DAY

Official Inquiry Opened

What is stated to be the largest military fun-
eral ever to take place in Australia will be held in
Wagga this afternoon when the 26 victims of the

unfortunate demolition explosion at Kapooka

Engi-

neering Training Camp on Monday afterncon are
to be buried in the military cemelery.

The funeral will leave Kapooka place. secing he had been out of

+ 2 p.m. and will procecd directly |the

long Bdward-street to Tarcutta- J
pad and then Cemetery-road Lo
he eemetery. It Is expected that |
he portege will reach the Wagga
iase Hospital corner at 2.25 pm
e caskets will be carried on {our
emi-trailers. and when the indl-
tdual religious ceremonies  are
oncluded at the graveside the
askets will at a given signal, be
ywered simultaneously into the
raves

The Mayor tAlderman J. ¥V
»orle, has annoanced that the of-
wces of the Municipal Council will
lose beiween 2 pm. and 3 pm.
b-day, and he invites the citizens |
o line the Edwand-sireet roule of
he funeral cortege. The Mayor
180 invites all banks, goveroment
ffices and business and profes-
fomal men o give their employees
ime off w participate, It will be
. fitting and nive tribute if the
ownspeople line Edward-street In
housands to pay respect to 28
‘oung men who have truly glvea
heir lives for their country just
ha sama as |f they had been kill-
d in mction.

The stores will be closed, of
wourse, all this afternoon. as it I8
he ysual hall holiday in the town.

Pupils from the Wagga Public
jchools and the Catholic Schools.
neluding Wagga High, Christias
srothers High, Gurwood-street,
ind South Wagga. will line both
ddes of the funeral route in Ed-
rard-street, opposite the South
Nagga school.

A number of motor cars have
seen gencrously loaned by the
sublic and these will assemble at
Hie Town Hall at $20 pm. and
¥ill coovey relatives of Lhe n
o Kapooka to join the [ 1
it that point.

Returned soldiers are asked to
wssemble at the intersection of
Baylls and Edward-streets at 2
pm. to form s guard &f honor.

The Stats ce will assist by
sontrolling traffic at intersectiods
to ensure ihe {ree passing of the
funeral.

THE TRAGEDY

Of three {instructors and a5
trainees, only one trainee and one
|nstructyr are alive as (he result of
the exp.itios which 1ok plsce
in & dug-out while :he men were
recelving Instruction 1o demao.itlon
work., There were Do t)e Witnesses
of tac iragedy. ., .

The ter:.fic blast of the explo-
slon drew the attertion of other
{ndructo™s ©n a ncearby erange.
Tney imnedlarely hasiened 1o the
seene, whare they saw one of the
instructors lying barely 15 yards
from the enclosed dugz-out, They
gave the alarm to ule hospital
quarters. and all avail«de medical
help—doctors, ambu'ances and
medical orderlies—raced (o tha
scene.

The vietims of rhe explos'on
came mainly from Victesli. The
others were from NEBW., Western
Australia, South Austral,m and
Queensland. " Most of hem were
reinforcement troops. many with
service in the Middle East and
New Gulinea. Others wore from
units which had been broken up
as a result of Army changes. The
men had done a littla more than
one-fifth of thelr sapp.my’ traig-
Ing.

Within filve minutes of the time
of the gecident medica! help resch=
ed the dug-out, which was siteat-
ed in the demolition mangs. This
is & range where all fgrms of high
explosive tuition s given to sap-
pers in training. When the first
ambulance arrived with two do--
tors the scene was On# of destruc-
tlon in the dug-out. When others
rushed to the dug-out they were
horrified to find that the I8 men
were, With very _few exceptions,
apparently dead. About M were
evidently killsd by the blast. Two
men  were extensively mutilated
and onc was apparently seriously
Injured. One. an Insiructor, Wwas
blind and deaf, and shortly after-
wards lapsed inlo unconsciousness,
Later two of the men died, making
‘: dead out of the whole party of

Orne of the survivors is an in-
structor who. it §s understood, left
the dug-out 20 minutes before the
explogion occurred, He was laying
charges for night exerclses which
were t0 have taken place that
pight. The Army are relylng omn
his recovery, because they consid-
er that he is the enly one who may
be able to give some explunation
of the tragedy. Blackboard In-
struetion s usually given In huts
set 15 feet below the earth. These
are falrly roomy and allow work
to proceed both on the range and
{n the clasroom with the minimum
of delay. There i3 a rounded ear-
then mound at the top and the
dug-out is properly ventilated and
lighted. It 13 understood that
gelignite gnd detonators were sior-
ed in the dug-oul prior to Ose In
practical work.

EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS

The camp commandant, Colonel
W. D. M'Donald, was fery dis-
tressed at the shocking tragedy
which cast a pall of gloom. pot
only over the eamp, but over Lhe

distriet. Colonel MDonald
sald: “T have no idea how (the

dug-out for 20 minutes. I can
gAY no more than hope that the
Army Investigation Board can,
with his afslstance. redch & 3pregy
and fust decision. The lack of any
other eye witnrsses W the tragedy
creates great difficylty.

KILLED ON BIRTHDAY

Most polgnant note of the tra-
gedy to date was the death of
Sgt. Instructor Herberi John
Pomeroy, Who was killed on  hl:
31st birthday He resided tem-
porarily at Beckwith-stree:,
with his wife and four chidres
There are three boys and a g i
sged 6% years 4 years 2 years and
10 meouths respeciidely. Sergeant
Pomeroy was ohe of the origina.
Sixth Division men and had sem-
ed in Lthe Middle East, Greeee
Crete and New Guineca. He has
been an instru-~tor for the past
six months and was hopiag
rejoin his unit nex: month. - He
was formesly a well-known ama-
teur cxrclist in Victoria :
Cocstable Harry Hickson, of
Wagge, with whom the Pomeroy
family lived, sald: Sergeant Pom-
eroy was a good-living [amuy
man who did not drink. His main
thought was always lor his Wile
and children. He loved the Army
and was very bored with the ia-
activity of being an Instrucior,
especially when he knew his mates
were fghting in New Guinea
again, Sgt. Pomeroy had the
week-¢nd off and was verr happy
because it was his burithday oo
Monday, He went off early on
Monday morning 1n high splrits
His wife I3 broken-hearied al the
terrifle shock.” said Consztabe
Hicksoo,

INQUIRY OPENED

General Lioyd flew from Mel-
bourne to Waggs yesterday alter-
noon to conduct an Investigation
into the tragedy. The military in-
quiry was opened at Kapooks and
adjournad,

PUBLICATION OF NAMES

The Army censor telephoned us
from Sydney last oight ssking that
we refrais from publishing the
names of those killed becauss they
were still awaliting a flash tha
the telegrams had ail Teached
thelr destinations to inform the
relatives. It was suggested Lha! the
relense of the names for publica-
tion would be made thizy morming.
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THE INQUIRY
COMPLETION IMPOSSIBLE
TILL SURVIVORS RECOVER

CANBERRA, Tuesday: The offi-
clal Inguiry into the tragic ex-
plosion at an Army establishment
at Kapooka (NEW) d '\ a0t
be completed untll the twg/sur-
vivors had recoversd sufficiently to
give evidence. This was stated m
the House of Representatives Lo
day by the Minister fop Posi-War
Reconstruction (Mr., Dedman)
representing the Minister for the
Armny in reply to Mr. Puller (Lab,
NE.W.) in whose electorate
{Hume) Lhe tragedy occurred
Mr. Dedman expreased
Covernment's sympathy
those bereaved by the death
the explosion af the 28 soldiers
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SIXTH DIVISION
“VERY TIRED”

BRIGADIER'S APFEAL

MELBOURNE, Tuesday: It ¥33
hoped that the Austrailan Gor
ernment and people would recas:
pise that the men of the Sixih
Division had served them well for
pearly six years and release them
said Brigadier W_ A, Cremer I2¢
original CO. of s 8ixth Division
unit. speaking &t the Legay
Club to-day.

The mee of the Sixth Divisiod
wery very tired, he added. The
vMother of all our divisions.” a3
General Blamey had called the
Sixth, should not be used beyond
the limit of epdurance simply be-
cause they were the first to
leer.

A great majority of the people
were eager to help the lads r=
tufning from active service but
there Was a Section opposed [0
them, sald Brigadier Cremer. Thi
section comprised many who had
refused to risk thelr skin asd §ob
themselves into reserved ocsupt”
Wons. “We must overcome the st
titude of somfe Covernment de
partmests—fortunstely very [few
—that the retursed serviceman ¥
s malingerer and & }ol.fu'_‘unlﬁ
he proves himself otherwise, said
Brigadisr Cremer.
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CHINA'S THANKS

e

TO ALLIES FOR ATD

CHUNGKING, Tues (AAPY
A resolution expressing gratitude
for British, American and Rusuad
aid to Chlaa was sdopted
Euomingtang The resd

Congress,
lutios declared that Japan in der

{mceldent could have pocurred The
Insiryctors were 80 eneed
and well trained that T cas onl®
“‘hink that It must have R~ ="
paseount=ble force Untll th- In-
jured instructer we will
not know very much, there
+is epery chance he may not be

|sble to remember what took
SRR A S

peration. !s certain to make 8 t-_rl*
wtapd Ir China T4 adde et 0
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‘e rea crrtion of Keredn
pendence, and the total exier
mination of JapaneSe

san China consider victory ©om~

pletely won,




