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Feature article:   

Miss Wagga Wagga : 1949-1954. Part 1. 
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Gentlemen Only. A History of The Riverine Club, 1881-2016. 

 

New Link:  

Street Names of Wagga Wagga.  

 

Disclaimer: The Wagga Wagga & District Historical Society Inc., and/or its members, through this 
newsletter, endeavours to provide accurate and reliable information, but does not warrant or make any rep-
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mum extent permitted by applicable law, the Society and/or its members shall not be liable for any damag-
es of any kind relating to the use of this information, including without limitation, direct, indirect, special, 
compensatory or consequential damages, loss of profits or damage to property, even if the Society and/or 
its members have been advised of the possibility of such damages. Anyone acting on the information con-
tained within this newsletter does so at their own risk. 

WWDHS Patrons: Michael McCormack, Federal Member for  River ina,  
& the Honourable Wal Fife. 

   

 
Guest Speakers. 
 

February:   Robyn McPherson -  her family and their connections with Wagga Wagga. 

March: Wayne Doubleday - Digitisation of RW5 and RVN news film. 

April: Margaret Nowland-Jones –talking on Bimbi Anzacs 

May: Bill Tearle - re his mother, Mrs Sheila Tearle, and Dame Mary Gilmore. 



  

 

New members - Welcome to our newest members — Leigh Ryan, Dianne Harris, and 
Dawn Smith.  Great to have you with us. 
  

 

Street Names of Wagga Wagga  - Can now be downloaded from MOR site. 
The above is a book compiled by William R Ellis (aka Bill) who was the Town Clerk of Wagga Wag-
ga from 1960 till 1984. It provides details of  “the derivation, meaning and/or significance of the 
names applied thereto. Compiled from records kept by The Council of the City of Wagga Wagga.” 
 
Now available at the following link, “http://www.museumriverina.com.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0004/56560/THE-STREET-NAMES-OF-WAGGA-WAGGA.pdf” 

 We extend our best wishes for a speedy recovery to former president,  and dedicated member, 
Phyllis de Jersey, whose recent health necessitated a stay in hospital. We expect to be able to 
provide further information in our next newsletter, knowing that many of our members will wish 
to hear how she is progressing. 

Best Family Cemetery: As members will be aware, our society , in co-operation with the Wagga Wagga 
City Council, was instrumental in restoring the Best Family cemetery. The photo below shows that it is 
currently in need of some love and attention. It is overgrown with weeds,  some of the headstones are 
damaged, the inscriptions are being obliterated  and the brick wall surrounding the graves is subject to 
major structural damage in places.  Your committee will pursue this matter with council. 

Above: The Best Family Cemetery in February 2017. 



  

 

New Book - ”The Riverine Club” by Norman Houghton. 
Norman Houghton is a qualified historian who has worked in museums, archives et al since the 1970’s. He lives in 
Geelong and has published some thirty book related to Geelong and the western district of Victoria. He is a member 
of the Geelong Club and when in Wagga Wagga has stayed at the Riverine Club, which has reciprocal rights.  From 
that connection has come Norman’s latest book, “Gentlemen Only. A History of The Riverine Club, 1881-2016.” 
 
There is a considerable quantity off historical information available, held mainly by CSU Regional Archives and by the 
club itself. Norman has meticulously examined this material and produced a very well constructed book covering a 
range of topics. His style is professional and interesting, resulting in a valuable addition to our local history. 

 
The society has purchased a copy and 
those wishing to purchase a copy for 
themselves can do so at either of the  
two Museum of the Riverina  out-
lets—the Historic Council Chambers 
or the Willans Hill site. 
 
Norman has also written a book on 
the Murrumbidgee Club at Narandera 
and this can be purchased direct from 
Norman at a cost of $20 (includes 
postage and GST). Norman can be 
contacted at, 
“normmhough@gmail.com”. 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: An index showing the contents of Norman’s book on the Riverine Club. 

Above: Front covers of the two publications. 



  

 

From the Past: Old newspaper extracts 
 

 
Left: Daily Advertiser. 11th 
January 1954, p2.   

 

Above: Daily Advertiser.  
7th January 1954, p2.   



Miss Wagga Wagga: 1949-1954.  Part 1 

The Influence of the Chamber of Commerce 

The history of the Miss Wagga Wagga quests is inextricably linked to the workings of the Wagga 

Wagga Chamber of Commerce. There were at least three attempts to establish a Chamber of 

Commerce in Wagga Wagga, and it would be the third of these that established the link with the 

Miss Wagga Wagga contests. 

The First Chamber of Commerce - A Chamber of Commerce existed in Wagga Wagga as early as 

1878, when Mr WC Hunter was the honorary secretary.1 In August 1878 it was reported that the 

Wagga Wagga Postal Reform Committee, which had existed for some four years, was limited by its 

name and the committee’s secretary, Mr WC Hunter, proposed forming a Chamber of Commerce so 

the committee could act on an extended range of issues.2 

On the first November 1878 a meeting of interested persons met at the Pastoral hotel and resolved 

to proceed with the formation of the Wagga Chamber of Commerce. An interim committee was 

chosen, consisting of Messrs Russell, Roberts, Copland, Shaw, Minchin, Hunter and Bolton. Mr 

Russell was elected chairman, and Mr Hunter was elected honorary secretary and treasurer.3 This 

early chamber appears to have folded within a couple of years. 

The Second Chamber of Commerce - A new Chamber of Commerce was formed in June 1908, when 

a number of prominent business men met to discuss forming, “a traders’ association”. Mr J Hanson 

moved that the association be called the Wagga Chamber of Commerce - seconded by Mr Gelme 

and carried unanimously. The elected officials were; Mr Thomas Dobney, president; Mr WF Du Rieu, 

treasurer; and Mr WF Shaw, secretary.4 This association appears to have been in trouble by 1914 

when the secretary of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce visited Wagga Wagga with the objective of 

strengthening the local body5 – presumably numbers were down and it appears that there were no 

regular meetings held. No doubt WW1 contributed to the decline in interest and by 1917 there were 

no mentions of the association in the local press. There is a meeting reported in March 1921,6 and 

the association may have existed, in name only, for some years after. 

The Third Chamber of Commerce - At a dinner on the 19th August 1936 the Wagga Storekeepers’ 

Association formed a committee to explore the establishment of a Chamber of Commerce in Wagga 

Wagga.7 At a public meeting held on the 18th September, in the Town Hall, it was resolved to form 

the Wagga Chamber of Commerce. A provisional committee was formed consisting of Messrs E 

Kershaw, VG Slattery, EV Mahoney, GP Turner, F Wennerbom, Lawrence, GM Cox, HL Condon and EF 

Lusher. Elected officials – all pro tem – were Mr VG Slattery, chairman; Mr LS Castles, honorary 

treasurer; and Mr SA Pinkstone, honorary secretary.8 

Initially the association was called the Wagga Chamber of Commerce (only one Wagga) but at the 

AGM in October 1938 the meeting resolved to use the correct double term, and the association 

officially became the Wagga Wagga Chamber of Commerce.9 

                                                           
1 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 14th June 1879, p4. 
2 Sydney Mail & NSW Advertiser. 10th August 1878, p233. 
3 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 2nd November1878, p4. 
4 Wagga Wagga Express. 25th June 1908, p2. 
5 Daily Advertiser. 22nd January 1914, p2. 
6 Daily Advertiser. 30th March 1921, p2. 
7 Daily Advertiser. 10th September 1936, p2. 
8 Daily Advertiser. 19th September 1936, p10. / Wagga Wagga Express. 19th September 1936, p3. 
9 Daily Advertiser. 22nd October 1938, p2. 



The Community Advancement Fund. - The chamber continued to play an ever expanding role over 

the next decade and in May 1946, with Mr HP Davis as president and Mr J Hamill as secretary, the 

chamber amended the rules of the association so as to establish a community advancement fund, 

with the objectives of furthering, “sporting, social, cultural, educational and recreational activities,” 

in Wagga Wagga.10 Through this new fund the Chamber of Commerce was able to provide support 

for a variety of sporting, artistic and cultural events, but it was not until some two years later that 

the fund directed support towards the holding of a Miss Wagga Wagga competition.  

In April 1948, at the monthly meeting of the Chamber of Commerce the Community Advancement 

Committee was asked to prepare and submit plans, to the next meeting, for a New Year’s Eve 

Carnival, to be held on the 31st December 1948. The intent was that this would be an annual event.11 

New Year’s festivities were held prior to 1948 but they were limited in their scope. New Year’s Eve 

celebrations in 1947, for example, consisted of the Wagga Gift foot race at the showground (the 

major attraction), and a midnight vaudeville and film programme at the Capitol Theatre.12 

The sub-committee reported back to the May meeting, with a detailed plan. The carnival was to 

consist of the following components:13 

1. A street procession starting at the intersection of Edward and Baylis Streets and proceeding 

down Baylis Street, into Fitzmaurice Street and down same as far as Kincaid Street. The 

procession was to feature decorated floats. 

2. Street dancing and singing, featuring singers, a mock court, bands, et al. 

3. Both, Miss Wagga Wagga and Mr Ugly competitions. 

Earlier Contests. - There were queen contests prior to the Miss Wagga Wagga competitions. 

Sporting, religious and other community bodies often selected a queen as a means of raising funds 

for a specific cause. Such events go back certainly as far as 1915,14 and probably earlier. 

Other reference are scattered and 

without continuity. In May 1931 there is 

a reference to a Miss Wagga 

competition to be launched at the 

Dixieland Winter Palais (Wonderland 

Theatre), with the winner to receive a, 

“trousseau of Kaiser lingerie,”15 valued 

at £15. 15s.16  No record could be found 

of the winner. 

Above: Advertisement for the 1931 Miss Wagga competition. 

 In 1932, the Murrumbidgee Pastoral & Agricultural Association ran a, “popular girl,” contest, in 

which the Misses Erella Garland, Isabel Burnet, and Jean Lamont competed.17 

                                                           
10 Daily Advertiser. 1st May 1946, p3, and 4th May 1946, p2. 
11 Daily Advertiser. 15th April 1948, p2. 
12 Daily Advertiser. 30th December 1947, p2. 
13 Daily Advertiser. 12th May 1948, p1. 
14 Daily Advertiser. 22nd October 1915, p2. 
15 Daily Advertiser. 1st May 1931, p1. 
16 Daily Advertiser. 2nd May 1931, p5. 
17 Daily Advertiser. 26th May 1932, p2. 



In 1942, Miss Mittie Commins, was nominated by the Wagga Wagga branch of the Red Cross, to 
represent Wagga Wagga in the upcoming inter-town competition to determine Miss Red Cross. Mrs 
HE Gissing chaired the meeting, where Miss Commins was referred to as Miss Wagga.   
The winner was to be determined on the 28th November.18 Miss Commins did not win the title, 
coming fifth in the section covering towns with a population of more than five thousand people. The 
winner appeared to be the one who raised the most money, on a per capita basis.19 Miss Commins 
may have been representing Wagga Wagga, but she did so as a representative of the Red Cross, and 
not the broader Wagga Wagga community. There does not appear to have been a selection process 
in choosing Miss Commins. 
 

The First Miss Wagga Wagga.  

The first competition to select a representative from the broader community was initiated in April 

1945 when a public meeting was called to consider launching a Miss Wagga competition, to raise 

funds for the Australian Comforts Fund.20 At a subsequent meeting, on the 23rd April, Mr FH Burns, 

prompted by the mayor, Alderman JV Doyle, moved a motion that the various groups, “inaugurate a 

Miss Wagga competition for 1945.” The motion was seconded by Mr Tooth, and carried. The various 

entities present were divided into three main groups, with each group to be represented by a queen, 

one of whom would be crowned Miss Wagga.21  

The three groups covered a broad spectrum of the community and were as follows: 
 
Group 1: Police, Postal employees, Master Butchers, South Side Progress Association, Country Golf 
Club, Wagga Bowling Club, Banks, Cafes.  
 
Group 2: C.U.S.A., Trades and Labor Council, C.W.A., Hathaway Shop, Chamber of Commerce, 
R.S.S.A.I.L.A., W.E.S.C., Wagga Golf Club, Eight Hour Association, Scouts and Guides, Kennel Club.  
 
Group 3: Rotary, Legacy, 2WG Women’s Club, Licensed Victuallers, Apex, Teachers' Federation, 
Women's League of Health, Musical Society, Taxi service and Professions.  
 
Others wishing to join could choose which group they would to be part of.22  
 
The three queens were: Group 1, Miss Pat Webster; Group 2, Miss Iris Trengrove; and Group 3, Miss 

Jan Buckridge. The winner was announced at a concert in the Plaza Theatre, on the 10th September 

1945, with the title of Miss Wagga going to Miss Iris Trengrove who had raised £1,583. 9s, which 

equated to 380,028 votes (1 penny equalled one vote).23  

Mr CA Bender was described as the “chancellor for the crowning ceremony,” with Miss Shirley King 
as the “herald.” These two officials were dressed in “traditional robes.”  
A trumpet blast announced the arrival of each contestant, who then entered through the main 
entrance and walked through the crowd, to reach the stage, where they were introduced by Miss 
King. 
The stage featured a row of potted aspidistra across the footlights, with a large Union Jack in the 
background, whilst a smaller stage, “in front of the main stage was draped with the flags of the Allied 
countries.” 

                                                           
18 Daily Advertiser. 14th October 1942, p2, 4th November 1942, p2. 
19 Daily Advertiser. 14th December 1942, p3. 
20 Daily Advertiser. 21st April 1945, p4. 
21 Daily Advertiser. 24th April 1945, p2. 
22 Daily Advertiser. 24th April 1945, p2. 
23 Daily Advertiser. 11th September 1945, p2, 12th September 1945, p4. 



The crowning ceremony was followed by a concert featuring a host of performers, including: the 
Wagga Concert Orchestra (led by Cyril Jones); the Harmony Girls (Dot Ball, Mary Cullen, Roma King 
and Betty Chaston); The Gay 90’s Orchestra; the Wagga Male Choir (Arthur Galloway, conductor); 
the Glynde Quartet  (Messrs Langdon, Cox, Galloway and Clare); and a variety of other individuals 
and groups.  
 
Miss Wagga’s prize was an interstate trip, or the equivalent value in cash. Prizes were also awarded 
to the runners up.24 

 
It is almost certain that the organisation of this event strongly 

influenced arrangements for the subsequent New Year’s Eve 

Carnival that evolved from 1948 onwards, under the auspices of the 

Chamber of Commerce.  

Mrs Edmund Price, better known to Waggarites as Miss Phoebe 

Andrews was largely responsible for the organisation of the 1945 

competition and was involved with the running of the Miss Wagga 

1949 competition.25  

 

Left: Miss Phoebe Andrews in December 1948 

 

The Church of England Youth Movement also ran a “queen competition,” between September and 

December 1945, raising some £2,000. Miss Wagga, Lorraine Woods, raised some £729; Miss South 

Wagga, Phyllis Graham raised some £679; and Miss North Wagga, Eris Campbell raised some £281. 

There were also three Miss Country South candidates. Specifically; Miss Wath Linsell, Ladysmith; 

Miss Edna Post, Book Book; and Miss Dot Angel, Lake Albert/Gregadoo. 

There does not appear to have been a Miss Wagga contest for 1946 or 1947, although there was a 

Miss Commerce competition in September 1947, in which Mrs Phoebe Price (aka Phoebe Andrews) 

tutored the contestants, and acted as compere for the event.26 

 Importantly, in 1948 the Chamber of Commerce proceeded, as alluded to earlier, to develop what 

was to become a very successful annual event that continued into the 21st century. 

 
Iris Merle Trengrove – Miss Wagga 1949.  
 
Iris Trengrove was the daughter of Thomas James and Mabel Alice Trengrove.27 Thomas was related 
to the Trengroves of Numurka, Victoria, which family had conducted general merchandise 
businesses in the towns of Numurka, Cobram, Waaia, Wunghnu, Nathalia and Strathmerton, for over 
forty years.28  Thomas James Trengrove was born at Numurka around 1885, the son of Thomas 
Henry Trengrove and Susannah Trengrove (nee Black).29 In 1912, Thomas married Alice Mabel 

                                                           
24 Daily Advertiser. 11th September 1945, p2. 
25 Daily Advertiser. 8th June 1945, p6. 
26 Daily Advertiser.  
27 Daily Advertiser. 18th May 1939, p4. / Sydney Morning Herald. 19th May 1939, p10. / The Age (Melbourne). 
18th May 1939, p1. 
28 Daily Advertiser. 15th October 1929, p2. 
29 Australia, Birth Index, 1788-1922. Birth registration # 12380. 



Jewers (or Yewers),30 and they had two children, Thomas Noel, born 1915, and Iris Merle, born 
c.1916. Thomas junior died in 1916.31 
Thomas moved to Wagga Wagga in 1924 to manage the drapery department of Edmundson & Co. 
Nine years later he started his own business, firstly in the old CBA building in Fitzmaurice Street, and 
then later in premises adjacent to the lagoon bridge. He was a competent tennis player and at one 
time a member of the Half Holiday Tennis Club. 
Thomas died on the 17th May 1939 at Burnside private hospital, Elsternwick, Victoria. His occupation 
was declared as, “draper.”32 
 
 In 1930 the family was residing at no. 38 Morrow Street, Wagga Wagga, with Thomas’s occupation 
listed as, “salesman”.33 By 1934 Iris is registered at the same address with her occupation listed as 
typist.34 The three were still at this address in 1936.35 By 1943 Iris was living at 16 Fitzmaurice Street, 
with her mother, Mabel Alice Trengrove.36 
 
Iris’s mother, Mabel, had musical talent, having performed (singer) with the Wagga Brass Band, and 
as a solo artist.37 She played a prominent role in musical and croquet circles in Wagga Wagga.38 It is 
believed that Mabel died in 1969. 
No doubt Iris would have been heavily influenced by her mother’s involvement with, and love of, 
music and singing. 
 
There are glimpses of Iris as she grows up, showing a strong involvement with community and with 
performing. 
In November 1927, twelve year old Iris swallowed a penny which stuck in the base of her throat. 
Local doctors were unable to dislodge the penny and Iris was sent to Melbourne to see a specialist, 
where it was expected the penny would be removed, “with little danger.”39 
 
In September 1930, as part of the Wagga Eisteddfod, fifteen year old Iris competed in the Junior 
Recitation in Character (under eighteen) section, performing the potion scene from Romeo & 
Juliet.40  
 
In May 1932 she participated in Miss Jean Lamont’s presentation, as part of the Murrumbidgee 
Pastoral & Agricultural Association’s, “popular girl” contest.41 At this time she was also secretary, 
along with Jean Dunn, of the Wagga Eisteddfod Younger Set.42 It was in the early thirties that Iris 
learnt typing at the Wagga Commercial College.43 
 
In 1934, Iris was one of two treasurers serving the Wagga District Hospital Younger Set.44 
 

                                                           
30 Australia, Marriage Index, 1788-1950. Marriage registration # 2642. 
31 Victorian Births, Deaths & Marriages. Death registration # 7395. 
32 NSW, Australia, Index to Deceased Estate Files, 1859-1958. # A7875. / Death registration # 4426. 
33 Australian Electoral Rolls. 1930. Records 6719-6720, p113. 
34 Australian Electoral Rolls. 1934. Record 8511, p9. 
35 Australian Electoral Rolls. 1936. Records 7560-7562, p127. 
36 Australian Electoral Rolls. 1943. Records 9139-9140, p153. 
37 Daily Advertiser. 18th July 1925, p4, 26th September 1924, p2. 
38 Daily Advertiser. 18th May 1939, p4. 
39 Goulburn Herald. 8th November 1927, p2. 
40 Daily Advertiser. 25th September 1930, p2. 
41 Daily Advertiser. 26th May 1932, p2. 
42 Daily Advertiser. 16th May 1932, p2. 
43 Daily Advertiser. 16th September 1935, p4. 
44 Daily Advertiser. 10th May 1934, p2. 



The Wagga Wagga Chamber of Commerce and the Contemporary Miss Wagga Wagga Contests 

The First of the Contemporary Contests. – By May 1948 the Chamber of Commerce, through the 

Community Advancement Fund, have developed a concept for the first New Year’s Eve Carnival, a 

primary feature of which is Miss Wagga competition. 

The Community Advancement Committee chose to hold a preliminary carnival on Thursday 30th 

September, in the New Moon Gardens, at which the finalists in the Miss Wagga Wagga competition 

would be presented. Four groups were invited to nominate candidates under the following banners: 

Miss Sports (sporting bodies); Miss Public Service (public service); Miss Commerce South (business 

houses south of the Wollundry bridge); and Miss Commerce North (business houses north of the 

Wollundry bridge). 45 

When the preliminary carnival eventuated the Miss Public Service group had been replaced with the 

Miss Cafes group. There were fifteen candidates still running, and a final four were determined, 

based on funds raised.46 These four continued to raise funds pending the final choice on the 31st 

December. 

The final fifteen were as follows: 

1. Cafes:  Thena Karofilis (Bridge), Moir Pattison (Wallace and Ryan), Norma Bickley (Alpine), Josie 

Loughrey (Bristol). 

2. Sports: Bernice Foster (tennis),  Norma Clarke-Kennedy (motor cycling), Betty Collins (Australian 
Rules), Peggy Brentnall (rugby), Dorothy Hudson (Baseball). 

3. Commerce North: Joy Peacock (Edmondson's), Dorothy Vonarx (Coles), Frances Henderson 

(Hoyts). 

4. Commerce South: Doreen Walden (Kelso), Heather Stearman (Paulls), June Pertzel (Dunlops). 

 

The four finalists were: Miss Cafes, Thena Karofilis; 

Miss Sport, Bernice Foster; Miss Commerce South, 

Doreen Walden; and Miss Commerce North, Joy 

Peacock. 

 

Other highlights of the carnival were the stalls, a 

merry-go-round, monkeys riding in midget racing 

cars, and a variety of competitions, including a quiz 

session hosted by Leo Packham. Another interesting 

entertainment was provided by the visiting Canadian 

yodeller, Donn Reynolds.47 

 

Left: Canadian country music singer and yodeller, 

Donn Reynolds. 

To be continued. 

                                                           
45 Daily Advertiser. 2nd June 1948, p2. 
46 Daily Advertiser. 1st October 1948, p2. 
47 Daily Advertiser. 1st October 1948, p2. 
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