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Museum of the Riverina [MoR] — News

Her Story

The MoR recently launched the second book telling the stories of prominent Wagga Wagga
women. Volume 1 was released some three years ago, and a third volume is underway.
Volume 1 featured fifty prominent women. Volume 2 features an additional fifty three
prominent women. Copies of the book are available at the MoR, Historic Council Chambers.
Cost is $20 [plus postage if required]. [See next page for list of featured women in vol. 2]
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Above: Cover of Michell Maddison’s There’s more 2 Her Story.
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Above: Michelle Maddison with the launch of Her Story no.1.
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Author Talk - Dr Stephen Gapps -Thursday 10t April at the MoR, Willans Hill site.
[5pm to 7:30pm]

For those who live locally, come along and hear Stephen Gapps talk with Sam Leah
about his latest book, “Uprising.”

Stephen Gapps is an historian working to bring the Australian Frontier Wars into broader public
recognition. He is currently employed as an Historian at Artefact Heritage, works as a consultant
historian and is an Adjunct Lecturer at Charles Sturt University.

In 2011 Stephen won the NSW Premier's History Award for Regional and Community History
with his book Cabrogal to Fairfield: A history of a multicultural city. In 2017 he was awarded the
NSW State Library Merewether Fellowship during which he conducted research for The Sydney
Wars - Conflict in the early colony 1788-1817. This book won the Les Carlyon Award for the
writing of military history in 2019.

In 2021 he published Gudyarra: The First Wiradyuri War of Resistance, the Bathurst War 1822 -
1824, shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s History Awards.

Uprising tells the story of the Second Wiradyuri War of Resistance (1838-1841), which
was conducted across a huge area of the Murray-Darling river system and numerous
First Nations' lands, in defence of River Country.

Following the conversation audience members will be invited to participate in a Q&A
session. Book sales, signing and light refreshments will also be available.

Bookings can be made at the following link, https://events.humanitix.com/author-in-
conversation-or-stephen-gapps-uprising
This is a free event.

WAR IN THE COLONY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 1838-1844

STEPHEN GAPPS

‘Essential reading.” RACHEL PERKINS

Above: Dr Stephen Gapps and the cover of his latest book.
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Luke Grealy Retirement

Former manager of the Museum of the Riverina, Luke Grealy, is now officially retired.
Fortunately for Wagga Wagga, Luke and his wife Moyra will be staying in Wagga Wagga
and we can expect them to continue to support local and regional history by various
means. In appreciation of the good relationship we have always had with Luke, and in
recognition of his contributions to promoting and retaining local and regional histories,
the society presented him with a small gift, in the form of a portfolio folder embossed
with the society’s logo and appropriate wording.

Above: President, Geoff Burch [right] thanks Luke for his contribution [at the society’s
March general meeting].




15 Cross Street

In April 2024, Trustees for the Catholic Church submitted a development application to demolish the cottage at
15 Cross Street, on the basis that the house was “beyond economical repair.” Estimated cost of the demolition
was thirty thousand dollars. The application was subsequently withdrawn.!

In March 2025 the Trustees for the Catholic Church submitted a new development application [DA.25/0078], for
the demolition of the existing dwelling at 15 Cross Street and the subsequent construction of a dual occupancy
home. The application was listed for public exhibition between the 10" and 24" Match 2025 and submissions
invited.

The building at 15 Cross Street can be described as a “colonial cottage,” of which there are very few remaining
examples within the city.” The building is located within the Wagga Wagga Heritage Conservation Area.

Unfortunately, the condition of the house at 15 Cross Street is such that it is difficult to object to the demolition.
The applicants have provided a heritage architect’s report and a structural engineer’s report. The former records
a floor plan and details of the building, plus a variety of photographs, both interior and exterior — for prosperity.
The latter report confirms the poor condition of the building.

Above: Circa 1930’s aerial view showing the cottage at 15 Cross Street, directly opposite the old gas works.
Courtesy Lost Wagga Wagga.

The following pages record a history of the two cottages at no’s 15 and 17 Cross Street, which share a common
story,

1 Wagga Wagga City Council. Online Services. DA.2024-0106.




15 CROSS STREET
17 CROSS STREET

Above: 17 Cross Street [left] and 15 Cross Street[right], in 1999. Courtesy Wagga Wagga City Library. Local
Studies Collection [Photographs]




15 and 17 Cross Street
The cottages at 15 and 17 Cross Street are located on allotment 4 of section 41 in the town and parish of South
Wagga Wagga. [See L2710-63 and W.18.1345]
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Above: Extract from a town plan showing allotments 1 to 8 of section 41. Courtesy NSW Land Registry
Services.

Allotment 3 was originally purchased from the crown by Richard Mallyon on the 12" November 1856.2 Mallyon
paid twenty six pounds for the one acre block, which was a perfect rectangle — five chains by two chains
[100.6M x 40.2M]

Allotment 4 was originally purchased from the crown by Charles Nixon on the 3" July 1857.2

Allotment 3
Allotment 3 is included in this article because it shared common ownership with allotment 4, at certain times.

On the 9" September 1858, Richard Mallyon, a freeholder of Wagga Wagga, conveyed allotment 3 to Charles
Nixon, a farmer of Wagga Wagga, for the sum of eighty pounds.* The boundary was a perfect rectangle — five
chains by two chains [100.6M x 40.2M], but the area was listed as two roods, which is clearly incorrect. [Note —
four roods equals one acre]

On the 13" November 1865, Charles Nixon, a grazier of Gregadoo, transferred the property to William Angel, a
farmer of Wagga Wagga, for the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds.® The area was correctly identified as one
acre.

On the 23" December 1872, William Angel conveyed allotment 3 to Robert Falconer, a Presbyterian minister of
Wagga Wagga, for the sum of three hundred pounds.® The area was again incorrectly identified as being two
roods. The dimensions were correct — 5 chains by two chains.

2 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Year 1856, page 4283.
3 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Year 1857, page 1282.
4 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Book 57, number 353.
5 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Book 96, number 258.
6 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Book 133, humber 796.
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Above: The title deed for the original purchase of allotment 3, section 41, from the crown, by Richard Mallyon,
in November 1856. Courtesy NSW Land Registry Services.




On the 28™ October 1878, Robert Falconer, of Wagga Wagga, conveyed a part of allotment 3 to George Mair of
Wagga Wagga; John Leitch of Berry Jerry; and Alexander Davidson [senior] of Bullenbong, for the sum of one
hundred pounds. The land had an area of thirty four perches. The boundary commenced at the north-east corner
of allotment 3 and extended south a distance of 2 chains [parallel to Tarcutta Street and being the eastern border
of allotment 3]. It then extended west a distance of 106% links, before extending north 2 chains and then
returning to the point of commencement.” The three new registered owners were acting as trustees for the
Presbyterian Church.

On the 10" September 1891, Robert Falconer of Surrey Hills, Victoria, mortgaged a part of allotment 3 with
Arthur Palmer Blake, a solicitor of Melbourne, in return for a loan of two thousand pounds. The land so
mortgaged had an area of three roods and six perches.® [In 1893, Arthur Palmer Blake was a director of the
Union Bank of Australia].®

On the 3" October 1900, Arthur Palmer Blake conveyed his part of allotment 3 to Constantine Francis Bolton, a
licensed surveyor of Wagga Wagga, for the sum of one thousand and six hundred pounds.’® The land had an area
of three roods and six perches.

The boundary of this lot commenced on the eastern side of Tarcutta Street, at the south-west corner of allotment
2. The northern boundary was common with the southern boundary of allotment 2, which extended to the east a
distance of 3 chains plus 93% links [79.3M]. The eastern border extended south a distance of 2 chains [40.2M].
The block was a perfect rectangle.

From this point forward allotment 3 has a shared history with allotment 4.

Allotment 4
As recorded, allotment 4 was originally purchased from the crown by Charles Nixon on the 3 July 1857.1

On the 13" November 1865 Charles Nixon conveyed allotments 3 & 4 of section 41 to William Angel, a farmer
of Wagga Wagga, for the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds.'? Each allotment had an area of one acre. Each
had a frontage of two chains [132ft] to Tarcutta Street, and a depth of five chains [330ft]. The southern border of
allotment 4 ran along the northern side of Cross Street.

In February 1871, William Angel, a farmer of South Wagga Wagga, applied to convert the deed for allotment 4
to Torrens title.™® His application recorded that he, Angel, owned the land to the north-west [allotment 3], which
featured a store and a butcher shop. The land to the east was owned by the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church
and occupied by the church.

When the deed for allotment 4 was converted to Torrens title in February 1871, the new owners were George
Forsyth, Robert Nixon, and Thomas Hodson.*

On the 28" November 1871, Forsyth, Nixon, and Hodson conveyed allotment 4 to Robert Falconer, a clergyman
of Wagga Wagga.®®

7 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Book 186, number 184.
8 NSW Land Registry Services. Mortgage. Book 471, number 431.
® Wagga Wagga Express. 9" March 1893, p3.
10 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Book 677, number 397.
11 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Year 1857, page 1282.
12 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Book 96, number 258.
13 NSW Land Registry Services. Primary application # 2761. [
14 NSW Land Registry Services. Title deed. Volume 116, folio 132.
15 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 96, folio 132.
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Left: The land converted to Torrens title in

February 1871. Courtesy NSW Land Registry
Services.

On the 28™ October 1878, the Rev. Falconer
conveyed a part of allotment 4 to the trustees of
the Local Presbyterian church — George Mair,
John Leitch, and Alexander Davidson.®
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Left: The land conveyed by the Rev. Falconer
to the trustees of the Presbyterian church, in
October 1878. Courtesy NSW Land Registry
Services.

Left: The part of allotment 4 retained by the
Rev. Falconer in October 1878. Courtesy NSW
Land Registry Services.

16 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 131, folio 49; Volume 385, folio 166.
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Above: The title deed for the original purchase of allotment 4, section 41, from the crown, by Charles Nixon, in

March 1857. Courtesy NSW Land Registry Services.
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Very Valuable Town Property.

WEDNESDAY, 24tu JANUARY,

A T. BOLTON has received (astractions
o from the Rev, R, Faleones to sell by
pablic aucticn, at Bdker's Pastonnl Hotel,
on Wednesday, 24th Junuary, at 3 o'clock,

All that splondid block of land, sit wate st
the carner of Tarcutta and Cross
streets, upon which are erected

EIGHT BURIUK COTTAGES,

Alsi
Nine Allotments, eucly having 66 feet
frontage to Tarcutta strect, with the
coltages erected thereon,

This sale will afford an opportunisy rrely
to be moet with for capitalists Lo imvest in
firet class property, returning & Mandsome
Income, in u grand position, sudd wn improving
neighbourhood.,

The Gret property witl be sold subjeet to
AN oxisting wmortgage effected upon o under
the most favaarablo terms, extosmding uves
four vears, at a rulo of interest Son bulow that
at presont ruling.  The secoud property wild
by sold in frontages of G4: feot upon very
[ liberal termss,

Further particulars will bo supplied by the
Augtioueer,

By 1887, the Rev. Falconer had erected new cottages on 2 Double Bedsteade, Pallissses and

lots 7 & 8 of DP.11965.1°

and Cross-street.

KW COTTAQGES erected and old ones

enlarged, repaired, or altered to suit
times, tastes, and requirements. Apply R.
FALCONER, Tarcutta-street, Short-street,

Above: Advertisement for new and older cottages in

Cross Street in September 1887.

In January 1883, the Rev. R. Falconer advertised for sale,
eight brick cottages on a block of land at the corner of
Tarcutta and Cross Streets [these cottages were spread
across allotments 3 & 4, facing on to Tarcutta Street. [see
1923 subdivision plan for DP.11965 — page 15].*'

Left: Notice for sale of allotment 4, in January 1883.
In May 1887 Mrs Thorley advertised for sale her

household furniture, from her residence, in Cross Street,
opposite the gas works.

Valuable Household Furniture.
THIS DAY.

—————

JOH;\’ FERGUSON has received instruc-
, tions frum Mrs, Thor.ley to sell by
suction, at her residence, Oross Street
opposite the (Gas Works, on Thursday, 19th
May, at hulf-pust 2 p m, sharp,

The whole of her

VALUABLE HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE,
Comprising
I brilliant-toned Piaoo by Brinsmead
snd Sons
Drawing-room Buite, in green rep
Loo sad Dinisyg Tables

Chairs, Pictures, Ornaments
2 handsome Cheffonier Safes

Mattrasses
2 Bingle Bedsteads
Couch, Sofa, Fenders aud Irons
Lampe, Clocks, Curtaivs and Poles
Washstaonds and Ware, Toilet Table
Mirrors, Chest Drawers, Carpetiog
Oilcloth, Crockery, Glassware
Kitebheo and Cooking Uteusils
Davis Sewing Machine (vew)
10 Couple Fowls, and a host of Suudries,

The whole for pusitive sale,

On the 3" October 1900, the mortgagee, Arthur Palmer Blake, conveyed his part of allotment 4 to Constantine

Francis Bolton.?

Constantine Francis Bolton retained ownership up until July 1923, at which time it was conveyed to William
Archibald Windeyer, a solicitor of Sydney, and Alexander Thorley Bolton, a clerk of Sydney.

7 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 16 January 1883, p3.
18 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 19" May 1887, p3.
1% Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 3™ September 1887, p3.

20 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 385, folio 192.
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Allotments 3 & 4 combined.

In August 1923, Constantine Francis Bolton, a licensed surveyor of Wagga Wagga, converted his part of

allotment 3 to Torrens title.?!
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21 NSW Land Registry Services. Primary Application # 23833.

22 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3486, folio 192.

Left: The land converted to Torrens title by
CF Bolton in August 1923 [highlighted with
yellow boundary]. The green boundary defines
the land held by the three trustees — Davidson,
Leitch, and Mair. Courtesy NSW Land
Registry Services.

On the 25" July 1923, Bolton’s piece of
allotment 3 was conveyed to William
Archibald Windeyer, a solicitor of Sydney,
and Alexander Thorley Bolton, a clerk of
Sydney [joint tenants].??

Left: A plan of the land converted to Torrens
title by CF Bolton in 1923. The plan shows
that Bolton also owned the largest part of
allotment 4. Courtesy NSW Land Registry
Services.
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Above: Extract from 1923 subdivision plan [DP.11965]. The subdivision extended across allotments 3 & 4 of
section 41. Courtesy Wagga Wagga City Council. Intramaps.

In August 1923, Windeyer and Bolton commenced selling lots within the new subdivision, as follows,?
e On the 1% September 1923, Johanna Ludwig purchased lot 1 [see volume 3536, folio 96].
e Onthe 10" August 1923, Patrick Nugent purchased lot 2 [see volume 3545, folio 75].
e Onthe 27" August 1923, Thomas Matthew Flanagan purchased lots 3 to 8, plus a right of way [see
volume 3548, folio 34].
e On the 28" August 1923, George Lyle Cook purchased lot 9 [see volume 3536, folio 95]. Cook
subsequently purchased a right of way, on the 30" January 1924.

23 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3486, folio 192.
15




|
2
face of wall
’ { 207 £ 72 0n
7P el i
1 w
2
z
4
c
© €
- — Q3
o N \7%4a% #|
R Q|
@ ‘ 3|
| &
5 :
| o
a0} !
P e
+ =
i
> |
@ 6 T & 1 9
e |
i 5
207 €t TAmn
Cross o

Above: A plan showing lots 3 to 8 of DP.11965, as purchased by Thomas Matthew Flanagan, an auctioneer of

Wagga Wagga, in January 1924. The area coloured brown defines a right of way. Courtesy NSW Land Registry
Services.?

Flanagan, in turn, sold off several of his lots, as follows,?
e On the 1% February 1924, Ernest Arthur Shoemark purchased lot 6 and an adjoining sliver of lot 5 [see
volume 3576, folio 215].

e On the 1% February 1924, Osmond Harold Phelan purchased lot 3 and an adjoining sliver of lot 4 [see
volume 3579, folio 163].

Flanagan retained the majority of lot 4 [see volume 3579, folio 173] and the balance of lot 5, plus lots 7 & 8 [see
volume 3611, folio 234].

Subsequent sales were as follow,?

On the 1% February 1924, Joseph Monks purchased the balance of lot 4 and all of lot 5 from DP.11965 [no deed
number listed]

Flanagan retained lots 7 & 8, under separate titles [see volume 3642, folios132 & 133 — respectively]

24 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3548, folio 34.
25 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3548, folio 34.
26 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3611, folio 234.
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15 Cross Street

On the 13" December 1924, Mary Anne Morris, the wife of Denis Morris, a retired grazier of Wagga Wagga,

purchased lot 8 of DP.11965 [15 Cross Street].?’

'l\o Let, two Unfurnished Rooms, use

of kitehen.—Apply 15 Cross-street,
Wagga.

Left: Two rooms to let, in September 19242

In March 1926 George Pryor was residing at 15 Cross Street. On the 24" of that month George’s wife, Daisy

Mary Pryor, passed away. An obituary provided some brief details,?

“After a long illness, during which she was for several months in the Wagga District
Hospital, Mrs Daisy Mary Pryor, wife of Mr. George Pryor, of 15 Cross Street Wagga,
passed away yesterday, leaving a husband and young family to mourn their loss. Mr. Pryor
is connected with the Service Motor Garage in Fitzmaurice Street and is a well known
player in the Newtown Soccer Football Club. Much sympathy is felt for him in the loss of
his young wife. All relatives and friends of the family are asked to attend the funeral which
leaves the residence, 15 Cross Street, at 1.15 p.m. today for the internment in the Wagga

Cemetery [Methodist section].”

Daisy, a native of Stevenage, Hertfordshire, England, was only 37 years old, and had been living in Wagga
Wagga for the past two years. She was survived by her husband and two children — George [11] and Audrey
Margeurite [5]. Her death took place at the Wagga District Hospital, following a long period of illness.*

On the 10" May 1927, Morris conveyed the property to William Thomas Palmer, a retired farmer of Wagga

Wagga.®!

’s Sale by Aucti
Mortgagee’s Sale by Auction
CENTRAL HANDY TO CHURCHES
ROUGH CAST BRICK COTTAGE OF 4 ROOMS, No. 15 CROSS-STREET
WAGGA WAGGA
Water, Gas, Blectric Light and Sewer Connected
BY ORDER OF THE MORTGAGEE AT 3 O'CLOCK P.M PRECISELY ON

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 1934 |

J. BRUNSKILL & 0. and J. A: HARRISON, by their Auctioneer, will

* offer for Sale at the Commercial Hotel Auetion Room, Wagga Wagga, on
the above date, all that Piece or Parcel of Land, being Lot 8 and Part 4 of
Sertion 41, in the Township and Parish of South qu Wagga Countr of
Wynyard, and being more particularly deseribed in Certificate of Title Volume
3842 Folio 133, frontage to Cross-street 31ft 74in by a depth of 119 feet (lane
or the northerly side. There are 4 main rooms, back and front verandah
(eemented and tiled), detached briek kitchen, lavatory amnd laundry, Copper
and tubs set in,

Terms will be announced at auction. The present temant will permit in-
spection at any reasomable time, which the Auetioneers will be pleased to
arrange,

R. J. BRUNSKILL & CO., Fitzmaurice-street, Wagga
J.'A. HARRISON, Commercial Hotel Buildings, Waggs,
Auctioneers in Conjunction.

27 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 133.
28 Daily Advertiser. 19" September 1924, p3.

2 Daily Advertiser. 25" March 1926, p2.

30 Daily Advertiser. 26" March 1926, p6.

31 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 133.
32 Daily Advertiser. 5™ June 1934, p5.

33 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 133.

Left: Notice of forced sale,
by public auction, in June
1934. There is no recorded
transfer of ownership at
this time, and it is assumed
the property was passed in.
The notice does provide
details of the house
layout.®?

On the 16" November
1939, the Commercial
Banking of Australia
[mortgagee] forced a sale
to Edward Kerfoot, a
merchant of Wagga
Wagga.®®
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On the 5™ March 1945, Edward Kerfoot transferred 15 Cross Street to Roy McBrien, an employee of the Wagga
Wagga municipal council 3

On the 3" October 1946, McBrien transferred the property to Matilda Sophia Stephens, the wife of George
Stephens, a retired farmer of Wagga Wagga.*®

On the 10" February 1949, Stephens transferred the property to Teresa Catherine Browne, the wife of James
Sproule Browne, a farmer and grazier of Pleasant Hills.%

On the 18" March 1959, the property was conveyed to three people [joint tenants] - Mieczyslaw Rys, and
electrician of Wagga Wagga; Jadwiga Rys, the wife of Mieczyslaw Rys; and Katazyna Chyb, a widow of Wagga
Wagga.*’

In September 1959, Jadwiga Rys applied to the Wagga Wagga City Council for permission to make “alterations
and additions” to the building at 15 Cross Street. The application listed the following information,*
e Frontage to Cross Street —31° 7%

Depth of block — 119’

Room dimensions

Kitchen — 16’ x 19’

Bedroom-12’6”x 9’

Bathroom -7’ 6” x 6

Toilet—5" x4’ 1”7

Laundry —10° 4" x 4’ 9”

Building Construction

Corrugated iron skillion roof

Walls — 4” timber [3” for bathroom and laundry]
Wall covering — fibro

Floor joists — 4 x 2 at 18” centres

Ceiling joists — 4 x 2 at 18” centres

Rafters — 4 x 2 at 3’ centres

Wall plates —4 x 2

Bearers —4 x 3

Studs [including corner studs] — 4 x 2

Room heights — 9’

[ ]
O O O O O

O O OO0 O O O O O O

Other

o Stormwater — to street gutter
o Sullage water — to sewer
Estimated value of building - £700

The proposed works were detailed as follows,
“Re arrangement of Bath Room, Laundry, toilet block. Gal-iron tube vents below floor.
Waterproof existing walls; repair cracked brickwork and plaster; repair and/or renew eaves,
gutters, roof iron; new down pipes; discharge storm water to street gutter; repair front
verandah & paint the whole of the building; Sewer plumbing and drainage as council’s
diagram; Est. pipes below the building laid on & encased in 6” f concrete.”

The application was approved in October 1959.

34 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 5475, folio 86.
35 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 5475, folio 86.
36 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 5475, folio 86.
37 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 5475, folio 86.
38 \Wagga Wagga City Council. Online Services. Development Application DA.59-262 [DA.2017-0797]
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On the 23" December 1965, Mieczyslaw Rys and Jadwiga Rys conveyed their one third shares to Katazyna
Chyb.>® A new title was created with Katazyna Chyb as the sole owner.*° [volume 10264, folio 238] The latter
was a computer folio created in 1966.

Contemporary Sales: 2017, August — Sold for $280,000

Above: 15 Cross Street. Courtesy Google Maps.

Current title [15 Cross Street] > DP.8.11965
Prior title = volume 10264, folio 238

77T

N\ N

Above: 17 Cross street. Courtesy Google Maps.

Current title [17 Cross Street] > DP.7.11965
Prior title = volume 3642, folio 132

39 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 7684, folios 186,187.
40 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 7684, folio 188.
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17 Cross Street
On the 25" September 1924, Thomas Matthew Flanagan created separate tittles for lots 7 & 8 of subdivision
DP.11965.

On the 22" June 1928, George Prowse, a retired farmer of Wagga Wagga, purchased lot 7 [17 Cross Street] from
Flanagan.*

On the 7™ October 1944, Prowse conveyed the property to Merton Carlyle Fawcett, a council employee of
Wagga Wagga.*?

On the 13" April 1947, Merton Carlyle Fawcett, passed away at his home.** An obituary provided the following
details,**

“Mr. Merton Carlyle Fawcett, of 17 Cross Street, Wagga, died at his home yesterday
morning, at the age of 62 years. He is survived by his wife, three sons, Messrs. Lance and
William (Wagga) and Clifford (Maroubra); four daughters, Mrs. E. Myott (Sutherland), Mrs.
W. Francis (Wagga), Mrs. A. Geale (Wagga) and Mrs. N. McKenzie (Paddington), two
brothers, Messrs. L. Fawcett (San Souci) and C. Fawcett (Bathurst); three sisters, Mrs. E.
Steeuerwild (Lindfield), Mrs. T. Coulter (Gosford) and Mrs. A. McDougall (Trangie). The
funeral will take place this afternoon. The cortege will move from St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church, after a service at 2.45 pm. Interment will be in the Wagga cemetery.”

In December 1848 the property was transmitted to Margaret Grant Fawcett, a widow of Wagga Wagga.*®

On the 12" October 1953, Margaret Fawcett conveyed the property to Arthur Harriden Geale, a labourer of
Wagga Wagga, and his wife Laurel Margaret Geale [nee Fawcett].*®

On the 9" June 1959, the Geales transferred the property to Anna Florentina Oakman, a widow of Wagga
Wagga.*’

On the 21 March 1961, Stefan Goraj, a mechanic, and Anna Goraj, a married woman — both of Wagga Wagga —
assumed ownership of the property.*

In April 1985, Anna Goraj became the sole owner, following the death of Stefan.*

The title deed was subsequently converted to a computer folio.

41 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 132.
42 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 132.
43 Daily Advertiser. 15% April 1947, p2.

4 Daily Advertiser. 14 April 1947, p2.

45 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 132.
46 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 132.
47 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 132.
48 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 132.
49 NSW Land Registry Services. Title Deed. Volume 3642, folio 132.
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Wagga Wagga Rate Books®*®

The Wagga Wagga rate books provide details of owners and occupants, a description of buildings, and other bits
of information, in most instances, for the period 1870-1949. They are especially valuable in helping to determine
when buildings were constructed.

1873-1874: Allotments 4 & 5, of section 41, facing onto Cross Street were owned by the Rev. Falconer. The
only building present was the Presbyterian manse. The area of the two allotments was recorded as one acre,
which is clearly incorrect. In reality, allotment 4 had an area of one acre and allotment 5 had an area of half an
acre. By 1876 the trustees of the Presbyterian Church were the legal owners of allotments 4 & 5, but nothing else
had changed [the listed area was still, erroneously, one acre]. The situation was unchanged in 1880, at which
time the brick manse was occupied by the Rev. J. Stuart. [The newer manse, in Church Street, was constructed in
1891. The original St Andrew’s Church had been constructed in 1870].

In 1880, the land opposite allotment 4, section 41, in Cross Street, was developed to house the extensive
buildings and equipment associated with the new gas works project.®* This land had been purchased from
Alexander Thorley Bolton by the firm, Wark Bros. The site was formerly a large paddock, with an area of one
and a quarter acre.

In 1886, the Rev. JC McDonald was the occupant of a “brick house” on allotments 4 & 5, which was owned by
the Preshyterian church. The brick house, or manse, was almost certainly located on allotment 5 of section 41,
which means there were no buildings on allotment 4 in 1886, or prior to that date.

1887-1888: Allotment 4 featured two brick cottages, owned by Robert Falconer. One was occupied by the Rev.
Falconer, the other by Mrs Thornley. Allotments 5 & 6 featured a brick cottage owned by the Presbyterian
Church and occupied by the Rev. McDonald. This building would have been located to the west of the
Presbyterian church, facing onto Cross Street. The Presbyterian church was not listed as it was exempt from a
rate levy, as were all of the churches.

The two cottages at 15 and 17 Cross Street were constructed in the period 1886-1887.

EW COTTAQGES erected and old ones| Left: Advertisement placed by the Rev.
enlarged, repaired, or altered to suit| Falconerin September 1887.%
times, tastes, and requirements, Apply R.
FALCONER, Tarcutta-street, Short-street,
and Cruss-street.

1889-1890: Allotment 4 featured two brick cottages, owned by Robert Falconer. One was occupied by Edward
Bruce, the other by ? Jennings.

1891-1892: Allotment 4 feature two brick cottages. Allotments 5 & 6 feature a brick residence, owned by the
Presbyterian church and occupied by the Rev. Mclintyre. The two brick residences on allotment 4 were owned by
Robert Falconer. One was occupied by Peter Rae, the other by William Williams.

In 1895 allotment 4 was owned by Robert Falconer. One brick cottage was occupied by Ann Palmer Snelling,
while the other was unoccupied.

50 NSW State Archives. Wagga Wagga Rate Books. Series NRS-17646-1 and NRS-17647-1.
51 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 9" October 1880, p2.
52 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 3™ September 1887, p3.
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from '.\IH.\'. .NNE.I.M\H tthe owner of the
copyright). A simple and valuable wecom- | ) oft: An advertisement placed by Mrs Snelling in January 1893.

I

music; success certain, failure imposible. | In June 1897, Mrs Snelling was conducting a “select private

To accompuny =zongs and dances, to auy ; ; « Sdine 54
musical instrument, in any key. Taught boarding establishment, *“ in the old manse building.

Thoroughly in Six Lessons. Full course

103 tid.  De Lacy's Self-instructing Books on =

Vamping, s 6d, postage free. Thousands RS. SNELLING has Select accommoda-

sold throughout Australia. tion for Geutlemen. Old Manse,
NOTE.- It is no coloured chart or puzzle. Cross-street.

Forwarded all parts. Address, Old Manse,

Cross-street, opposite Gus Works, Wagsa [ Ahove: Mrs Snelling’s advertisement in June 1897.
Wagya. wr

TEM OF TEACHING VAMPING, and have
appointed her Bole Agent for the sale of my
Books on Vamping in Wagga.

Earlier, in 1893 Mrs Snelling occupied the old manse residence,

\'A.\ll'l.\' a, {;IU'\\"\I‘{"\I ORGAN,  HAR- | from where she taught the “vamping” system for musical

; 53
Learn the De Lacy Copyrighted System | accompaniment.

slishment.  Anyone. old or young. can
earn without any previous knowlcﬁge of

) Below: An earlier advertisement in January 1895.
VAMPING.

i Ctgb‘.’;um n‘it:_elling. sclect private
M. DE LACY, have SOLD to MRS. srding establishment, Cross-strect,
[. SNELLING ...ymz":)l'\'mon'r sys- | | Wagga, next Presbyterian Church,

M. DE LACY. In 1899 James Snelling was a stoker at the Wagga Wagga Gas
Witness— C. PrrerLe, Works.%®
October 24th, 82, wi

In 1900 the two brick cottages on allotment 4 were owned by Arthur Palmer Blake. One cottage was occupied by
Andrew Lawrence Reid, and the other was unoccupied.

In 1905 the two brick cottages on allotment 4 were owned by Constantine Francis Bolton. One cottage was
occupied by James Jelly, and the other by Thomas Spies.

1908-1910: There were three buildings on allotment 4 of section 41, for this period, as follow,

1.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton and occupied by James H Jelly, a compositor of Wagga Wagga. The
property had a frontage of 33ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £240.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton and occupied by Thomas Spies, a compositor of Wagga Wagga. The
property had a frontage of 33ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £320.

A brick residence owned by the Presbyterian Church and occupied by James Thomas MacKenzie, a surveyor
of Wagga Wagga. The property had a frontage of 66ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was
£428.

1911-1913: There were three buildings on allotment 4 of section 41, for this period, as follow,

1.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton and occupied by James H Jelly, a compositor of Wagga Wagga. The
property had a frontage of 33ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £250.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton and occupied by Thomas Spies, a compositor of Wagga Wagga. The
property had a frontage of 90ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £400.

A Dbrick residence owned by the Presbyterian Church and occupied by James Thomas MacKenzie, a surveyor
of Wagga Wagga. The property had a frontage of 66ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was
£500.

53 Wagga Wagga Express. 14" January 1893, p1.
54 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 1%t June 1897, p3.
5 Wagga Wagga Advertiser. 11" November 1899, p2.
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1914-1916: There were three buildings on allotment 4 of section 41, for this period, as follow,

1.

2.

3.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton and occupied by James H Jelly, a compositor of Wagga Wagga. The
property had a frontage of 33ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £250.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton. Nil occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of
90ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £400.

A brick residence owned by the Presbyterian Church. Nil occupants listed for this period. The property had a
frontage of 66ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £500.

1917-1919: There were three buildings on allotment 4 of section 41, for this period, as follow,

1.

2.

3.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton and occupied by James H Jelly, a printer of Wagga Wagga. The
property had a frontage of 33ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £250.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton. Nil occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of
90ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £400.

A brick residence owned by the Presbyterian Church. Nil occupants listed for this period. The property had a
frontage of 66ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 132ft. The ICV was £500.

1920-1922: There were two rateable properties on allotment 4 of section 41, for this period. Both were owned by
CF Bolton. One had a ICV of £250, the other was valued at £400 [ICV]. No other details provided for this
period.

1923-1925: There were two rateable properties on allotment 4 of section 41, for this period

1.

A brick residence owned by CF Bolton initially, followed by Thomas Matthew Flanagan. This house was
occupied by Albert William Hounsell, a labourer of Wagga Wagga. The property had a frontage of 38ft to
Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The ICV was £600. This was lot 7 of DP.11965 [17 Cross Street].

A brick residence owned by Mrs Mary Ann Morris. The house was occupied by Mrs AM Lysaught. The
property had a frontage of 31ft 7%%in to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The ICV was £700. This was lot 8
of DP.11965 [15 Cross Street].

tains five rooms, fuel and gas stive,
porcelain enamel bath, sewered, clee-
trie light. Highest or any tandoer not
necessarily accepted. Address tenders
to THOR, FLANAGAN & CO., Waggs.

TWO HOUSES TO LET. Left: 15 & 17 Cross Street, to let, in June 19245

LET by Tender, HOUSES, being
Nos. 15 and 17, Cross-street, con-

1926-1928: There were two rateable properties on allotment 4 of section 41, for this period.

1.

A brick residence owned by Thomas Matthew Flanagan, initially, and followed by George William Prowse,
retired, of Best Street. This house was occupied by John J Anderson, a garage proprietor of Wagga Wagga.
The property had a frontage of 38ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. This was lot 7 of DP.11965 [17
Cross Street].

A brick residence owned by Mrs Mary Ann Morris initially, followed by William Thomas Palmer. The
house was occupied by Leslie Joseph Caddy, initially. The property had a frontage of 31ft 7%in to Cross
Street, and a depth of 119ft. This was lot 8 of DP.11965 [15 Cross Street].

In July 1926, 17 Cross Street was occupied by a Mrs Knowles.*’

56 Daily Advertiser. 215t June 1924, p5.
57 Daily Advertiser. 30™" July 1926, p5.
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hotel.—Mrs, Knowles, 17 Crossstreet,
Wagga.

GO()D reliable Cook, with boy 3 years, | Left: A notice placed by Mrs Knowles in July 1926.

wants Situation, station, farm or

1929-1931: There were four rateable properties in this period.

1.

17 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William George Prowse, a grazier of Best Street, and occupied
by Henry Eagles, a linesman of Wagga Wagga. The property had a frontage of 38ft to Cross Street, and a
depth of 119ft. The ICV was £800.

15 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William Thomas Palmer, retired of Murray Street, and
occupied by Rae Pike, a postal official. The property had a frontage of 31ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a
depth of 119ft. The ICV was £1000.

11a Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Trail Street, and occupied
by George Dunstan, a journalist. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a depth
of 264ft. The ICV was £1000.

11 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Trail Street, and occupied
by William Alexander Cook, a contractor. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and
a depth of 264ft. The ICV was £1000.

1932-1934: There were four rateable properties in this period.

5.

17 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William George Prowse, a grazier of Best Street, and occupied
by Henry Eagles, a linesman of Wagga Wagga. The property had a frontage of 38ft to Cross Street, and a
depth of 119ft. The ICV was £600.

15 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William Thomas Palmer, retired of Goonigul Avenue, and
occupied by John Harriden, a council employee. The property had a frontage of 31ft plus 7%zin to Cross
Street, and a depth of 119ft. The ICV was £600.

11a Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Trail Street, and occupied
by George Dunstan, a journalist. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a depth
of 264ft. The ICV was £800.

11 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Trail Street, and occupied
by Augustus Rayn, a dry cleaner. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%in to Cross Street, and a depth
of 264ft. The ICV was £800.

1935-1937: There were four rateable properties on allotment 4, in this period.

1.

17 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William George Prowse, a grazier of Best Street and occupied
by John Harriden, a council employee. The property had a frontage of 38ft to Cross Street, and a depth of
119ft. The ICV was £600.

15 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William Thomas Palmer, initially, followed by Edward
Kerfoot, a merchant of Gurwood Street. Occupied by Hector Ross, a labourer. The property had a frontage of
31ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The ICV was £450.

11a Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Trail Street, and occupied
by George Dunstan, a journalist. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a depth
of 264ft. The ICV was £800.

11 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook a contractor of Trail Street. Occupied by
Henry Edward Bigg, a police constable. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a
depth of 264ft. The ICV was £800.
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1938-1940: There were four rateable properties on allotment 4, in this period.

5.

17 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William George Prowse, a grazier of Best Street. Nil
occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 38ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The
ICV was £600.

15 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by Edward Kerfoot, a merchant of Gurwood Street. Nil occupants
listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 31ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The
ICV was £500.

11a Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Trail Street, originally,
then Peter Street. Nil occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%in to Cross
Street, and a depth of 264ft. The ICV was £800.

11 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook a contractor of Trail Street, originally, then
Peter Street. Nil occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%in to Cross
Street, and a depth of 264ft. The ICV was £800.

1941-1943: There were four rateable properties on allotment 4, in this period.

1.

17 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by William George Prowse, a grazier of Best Street. Nil
occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 38ft to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The
ICV was £600.

15 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by Edward Kerfoot, a merchant of Gurwood Street. Nil occupants
listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 31ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The
ICV was £500.

11a Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Peter Street. Nil
occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%:in to Cross Street, and a depth of
264ft. The ICV was £800.

11 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a contractor of Peter Street. Nil occupants
listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%%in to Cross Street, and a depth of 264ft. The
ICV was £800.

1947-1949: There were four rateable properties on allotment 4, in this period.

1.

17 Cross Street - A brick residence — initially owned and occupied by Merton Carlyle Fawcett, a linesman.
Superseded by Margaret Grant Fawcet during this period. The property had a frontage of 38ft to Cross
Street, and a depth of 119ft. The ICV was £600.

15 Cross Street - A brick residence - — initially owned and occupied by Roy McBrien, a labourer of 7
Richard Street. Superseded by Bertha Matilda Sophia Stephens during this period. The property had a
frontage of 31ft plus 7%in to Cross Street, and a depth of 119ft. The ICV was £500.

11a Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a builder of 31 Peter Street. Nil
occupants listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%:in to Cross Street, and a depth of
264ft. The ICV was £800.

11 Cross Street - A brick residence owned by George Lyall Cook, a builder of 31 Peter Street. Nil occupants
listed for this period. The property had a frontage of 20ft plus 7%zin to Cross Street, and a depth of 264ft. The
ICV was £800.

The End.
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